
 
 
NEWS RELEASE    
For immediate release 
 Contact: Marie C. Rosa 
  P: 212.867.1770 Ext 101 
 M: 646.771.3269 
        marie@wingsclub.org 

 
THE WINGS CLUB FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES SIR TIMOTHY (TIM) CLARK, 

KBE AS ITS 2025 DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENT 
 

**To Be Presented at the 83rd Awards Gala in October 
 
New York, NY – July 30, 2025 – The Wings Club Foundation, Inc. is pleased to announce that 
Sir Timothy (Tim) Clark, KBE, President, Emirates Airline will be the recipient of this year’s 
Distinguished Achievement Award. Acknowledging Mr. Clark’s outstanding accomplishments 
in the field of aviation, The Wings Club Foundation will present this award on Oct. 17, 2025, at 
the 83rd Annual Awards Gala to be held at the New York Hilton Midtown in New York. 
 
Mr. Clark has been in the civil aviation business for his entire professional career, having joined 
British Caledonian in 1972. 
 
In 1975, he moved to Gulf Air in Bahrain and subsequently in 1985 to Dubai where he became a 
member of the founding team of Emirates as Head of Airline Planning.   
 
In 2003, he became President of Emirates Airline, driving the company’s continued rapid growth 
into the world’s largest international airline serving over 140 cities on six continents.  During his 
tenure, Mr. Clark has successfully steered Emirates through multiple ups and downs in the 
aviation industry, including a remarkable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic into record 
profitability. 
  
Between April 1998 and March 2008, Mr. Clark was also the Managing Director of Sri Lankan 
Airlines, the latter position resulted from Emirates' acquisition in April 1998 of a major stake in 
the airline with full management control.   
 
Mr. Clark is Chairman of the Emirates Airline Foundation, which he was instrumental in 
founding. The Foundation strives to improve the welfare of disadvantaged children of the world. 
He was appointed an Independent Non-Executive Director at DP World in June 2022; and 
appointed to The Dubai International Chamber Board of Directors in February 2025. 
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In the 2014 Queen’s New Year’s Honours list, Mr. Clark was invested as a Knight of the Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire (KBE) for services to British prosperity and to the aviation 
industry. In November 2009, he was conferred an “Officier de la Legion d’Honneur” by the 
French government for services to transport and aviation  
  
Mr. Clark holds a degree in Economics from London University and is a Fellow of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society. He also holds honorary doctorate degrees from the Universities of 
Warwick, Middlesex and Northumbria in the United Kingdom. 
 
The Wings Club Distinguished Achievement Award has been presented annually since 1975. 
Notable past recipients include Neil Armstrong, Senator John Glenn, President George H. W. 
Bush, Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager, Steven Udvar-Hazy, T. Allan McArtor, W. James 
McNerney, Jr., Tom Enders, Phebe Novakovic, Bill Franke and Ray Connor as well as present and 
former airline CEOs, including Carsten Spohr, Doug Parker, Robert Crandall, Herbert Kelleher, 
Gordon Bethune, Sir Colin Marshall, Wolfgang Mayrhuber, Sir Richard Branson, Dave Barger, 
Gary Kelly, and Willie Walsh. 
 
The Wings Club Foundation, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Its mission is to focus on 
initiatives aimed at supporting scholarships for students who will pursue a career in aviation or 
aerospace, providing programs to educate in the field of aviation, and supporting charitable 
organizations that use aviation to help those in need. The Wings Club Foundation comprises more 
than 1,200 members including industry leaders, pilots, professionals in related service 
organizations, and students of aviation. 
 
Recognizing significant achievements that contribute to the advancement of aviation and 
aeronautics, The Wings Club Foundation presents not only the Distinguished Achievement Award, 
but also the Outstanding Aviator Award and the Distinguished Scholar Awards. For more 
information on The Wings Club Foundation, visit www.wingsclub.org. Follow us on  
X, Instagram, LinkedIn, and Facebook  
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